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Navigating the submission process for Chambers and Partners, a legal directory known for its
rigorous evaluation of law firms and attorneys, can seem like a formidable task for legal marketers
and the lawyers who want to be ranked. However, with a strategic approach and meticulous planning,
it's possible to streamline the process and enhance your chances of achieving a Chambers ranking.
Here are essential strategies and tips to optimize your submission and elevate your practice’s profile.

¢ Prioritize Referee Selection: The cornerstone of your Chambers submission is the referees
you choose to represent your work. It's a common pitfall to delay this step, but allocating time
early on ensures you can thoroughly consider who best to include. Prioritizing referees allows
for strategic planning and maximizes the impact of your submissions.

e Strategically Choose Your Referees: Don't leave your referee selection to chance. Each of
the 20 spots you're given should be filled with thought and strategy, focusing on those most
likely to provide positive, responsive feedback. Remember, the ideal referee isn’'t necessarily
the one with the highest title, but the one who knows your work well and is enthusiastic about
endorsing you.

¢ Secure Referee Consent: One critical yet often overlooked step is obtaining permission from
your referees before listing them. This act of courtesy not only demonstrates respect but also
significantly increases the likelihood of their cooperation with Chambers researchers.
Consider securing a year-long consent to streamline future submissions.

¢ Maintain Communication with Referees: Engage in proactive communication by informing
your referees when they should expect to be contacted by Chambers researchers. Facilitating
this process can greatly enhance response rates, ensuring that the researchers receive the
feedback essential to your ranking.

¢ Deep Dive into Chambers’ Methodology: Achieving familiarity with Chambers and
Partners’ evaluation process empowers you to tailor your submission effectively.
Understanding the publication’s history, methodology, submission guidelines and any recent
changes is crucial. This knowledge enables you to align your submission closely with their
criteria, enhancing its impact.

¢ Proactively Prepare for Your Interview: The interview is a prime opportunity to highlight
your firm’s achievements and differentiate yourself from competitors. Prepare key messages
that underscore your unique strengths and be ready to discuss significant cases or matters
you’ve handled. Articulate why your team deserves to be ranked and seize the opportunity to
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discuss broader market trends, weaving in your firm’s contributions and insights.

e Engage Constructively During Your Interview: Reviewing the current rankings and being
prepared to provide thoughtful, positive feedback about peers can demonstrate your industry
knowledge and engagement. While constructive criticism is valuable, adhering to a
predominantly positive tone ensures that your feedback is well-received.

e Embrace the Long-term View: Understanding that a Chambers recognition is a prestigious
and selective accolade can help manage expectations. Persistence and continuous
improvement in your submissions are key, as achieving a ranking may take several attempts.
This long-term commitment reflects dedication to excellence and can eventually lead to being
ranked.

Key Takeaways to Master the Chambers Submission Process

¢ Early Referee Selection and Strategy: Begin with selecting and prioritizing your referees to
ensure a robust foundation for your submission.

¢ Referee Engagement: Obtain consent and maintain open communication with your referees
to increase response rates and the quality of feedback.

* In-depth Preparation: Familiarize yourself with Chambers’ methodology and prepare
thoroughly for your interview, focusing on showcasing your firm’s strengths and
achievements.

¢ Positive Engagement: Offer constructive and predominantly positive feedback during your
interview, demonstrating industry engagement and knowledge.

¢ Persistence Pays Off: Recognize that attaining a Chambers ranking is a long-term endeavor
that requires persistence, strategy and continuous refinement of your submissions.

By implementing these strategies, legal professionals can more effectively navigate the Chambers
and Partners submission process more effectively, setting the stage for recognition and success in
this legal directory.
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