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After several Federal District Courts issued injunctions against the federal contractor vaccine
mandate in December 2021, the Federal Government issued guidance fully suspending its
enforcement of the federal contractor mandate. Despite the guidance, the future of the federal
contractor vaccine mandate continued to remain in a state of limbo. This was best demonstrated two
weeks ago when the Ninth Circuit sided with the Federal Government by lifting the district court’s
preliminary injunction of the federal contractor vaccine mandate. The Ninth Circuit’s decision created
a split with the Fifth, Sixth, and Eleventh Circuits that have enjoined the mandate. This Circuit split
was likely headed to the United States Supreme Court.

On May 1, 2023, all of this changed. The Biden Administration announced its plan to end its federal
contractor vaccine mandate on May 11, 2023, the same day the public health emergency ends.
Accordingly, the Administration plans to issue an Executive Order “rescinding the vaccination
requirement for federal employees and COVID-19 safety protocols for federal contractors, effective at
12:01 am on May 12, 2023.” For Federal Contractors | Safer Federal Workforce. Until then, the
guidance suspending the enforcement of the federal contractor mandate remains in effect.

This should be the end of the federal contractor vaccine mandate; however, we will know more by
May 11, 2023. Stay tuned for further developments.
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