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The White House Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) published a request for
information (RFI) on April 5, 2023, seeking public input in updating the National Nanotechnology
Initiative (NNI) Environmental, Health, and Safety (EHS) Research Strategy. 88 Fed. Reg. 20194.
OSTP is soliciting public input from a wide variety of stakeholders, including individuals, industry,
academia, research laboratories, nonprofits, and think tanks. OSTP states that it is interested in
public input to inform an updated nanotechnology EHS research strategy, “specifically a strategy that
focuses on the use of science-based risk analysis and risk management to protect public health and
the environment while also fostering the technological advancements that benefit society.” OSTP
seeks responses to the following questions:

1. What are the research accomplishments in the following six core research areas identified in
the 2011 NNI EHS Strategy? The six core research areas are: (1) Nanomaterial
Measurement Infrastructure; (2) Human Exposure Assessment; (3) Human Health; (4)
Environment; (5) Risk Assessment and Risk Management Methods; and (6) Informatics and
Modeling.

2. What research gaps remain in addressing the six NNI EHS core research areas listed in
question 1?

3. The ethical, legal, and societal implications (ELSI) of nanotechnology are considered across
the core research areas of the 2011 strategy. What additional ways could ELSI be more fully
integrated throughout a refreshed NNI EHS research strategy?

4. What broad themes should the revised strategy adopt to integrate and connect the six
research areas?

5. How should the updated NNI EHS research strategy reflect the evolution of nanotechnology
beyond engineered nanomaterials to complex systems, structures, and devices?

6. The 2011 strategy focused on engineered nanomaterials and did not include incidental
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nanoscale materials such as nanoplastics and certain nanoscale particulate emissions such
as those from 3D printing. If the updated strategy is revised to include some non-engineered
or incidental nanomaterials, describe how to scope the strategy in a way that complements
rather than being redundant with existing health and environmental research (e.g., by
excluding the large body of existing research on air pollution, which can include nanoscale
particles).

Comments are due on or before 5:00 p.m. (EDT) on June 2, 2023.
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