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EC Calls for Applications for Expert Group on Chemicals
Strategy for Sustainability
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On February 23, 2021, the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work

(EU-OSHA) announced that in association with other relevant Directorates-General (DG) of the
European Commission (EC), DG Environment has opened a call for applications to select members
for an expert group, the High-Level Roundtable on Implementation of the Chemicals Strategy for
Sustainability. According to EU-OSHA, the expert group’s mission “is to set the Chemicals Strategy
for Sustainability objectives and monitor its implementation in dialogue with the stakeholders
concerned.” Specific tasks include contributing to identifying and addressing social, economic, and
cultural barriers to the transition toward safe and sustainable chemicals. The expert group will act as
a core group of ambassadors to facilitate discussions and promote this transition in the economy and
society, developing a regular exchange of views, experiences, and good practices between the EC
and stakeholders on the main objectives of the Strategy, namely:

¢ Innovating for safe and sustainable chemicals, including for materials and products;

Addressing pressing environmental and health concerns;

Simplifying and consolidating the legal framework;

Providing a comprehensive knowledge base on chemicals; and

Setting the example for global sound management of chemicals.

The expert group will consist of up to 32 members, with a maximum of:
e The Member State holding the Presidency of the Council of the European Union;

¢ Ten third-sector organizations in the following areas: health protection, environmental
protection, human rights, animal protection, consumer rights, and workers’ rights;
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¢ Eight scientific organizations, academia, and research institutes providing a suitable balance
between expertise in fundamental research, applied research, and training/education;

e Ten industries, including small- and medium-sized enterprises (SME) or associations of
enterprises, including an adequate representation of frontrunners in the production and use of
safe and sustainable chemicals. Those should include chemical industries, downstream
users (from different sectors), and retailers; and

¢ Three international organizations -- the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD), the World Health Organization (WHO), and the United Nations
Environment Program (UNEP).

Interested organizations are invited to submit their applications before March 18, 2021.
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