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 Appellate Court Held That Judgment Construing A Trust Was
Enforceable And Had Effect When The Trust Was Later
Challenged 
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In Neal v. Neal, the court of appeals affirmed a trial court’s judgment resolving who were the correct
beneficiaries of a trust. No. 05-19-00364-CV, 2020 Tex. App. LEXIS 4514 (Tex. App.—Dallas June 17,
2020, no pet. history). The trial court’s judgment declaring the decedent’s sister’s children the
remainder beneficiaries of his trust was in line with a prior agreed judgment and was proper because
the estate’s assumption ignored the parties’ compromise settlement agreement and the agreed
judgment, both of which clearly provided that the trust was amended. The court held: “We interpret
an agreed judgment like a contract between the parties, seeking to harmonize and give effect to all its
provisions so that none are rendered meaningless.” Id. The court then concluded that the earlier
agreed judgment unambiguously stated that the sister’s children were the only remainder
beneficiaries of the decedent’s trust. The trial court’s judgment was affirmed.
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