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Countdown to EU Conflict Minerals Regulation (7 Months)
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Dynda A. Thomas

In less than 7 months, the EU conflict minerals regulation will take full effect, and importers into the
European Union of certain threshold amounts of tin, tantalum, tungsten and gold (3TG) and of metals
containing 3TG will be subject to it. As of today, despite Brexit, importers into the UK will be subject
to it as well. Those Union importers should be taking action now to supplement their compliance
programs to address the due diligence, risk mitigation and audit requirements of the EU

regulation. In anticipation of those requirements, some importers may consider replacing certain of
their direct and indirect suppliers. And, such changes take time.

The EU conflict minerals regulation is expected to cover over 1,000 Union importers and will indirectly
impact tens of thousands of economic actors in the European Union — many more than are covered
by the US conflict minerals rule. The EU regulation covers more forms of minerals and metals and
has a much broader geographic focus than the US rule. Further, Union importers will be required to
obtain third-party audits and undertake consultations with stakeholders if they reach certain
conclusions about the direct and indirect suppliers in their supply chains.

EU Conflict Minerals Regulation — Adding to Your Compliance Program outlines the types of initial
steps a Union importer can take to develop (or expand) its conflict minerals compliance program to
address the requirements of the EU regulation.
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