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 EPA Coordinates with Retailers and Third-Party Marketplace
Platforms to Discuss Steps to Protect American Consumers
from Fraudulent Coronavirus Disinfectant Claims 
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On April 3, 2020, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) hosted an interactive telephone
call with U.S. retailers and third-party marketplace platforms to discuss imposter disinfectant products
and those that falsely claim to be effective against the novel coronavirus, SARS-CoV-2, the cause of
COVID-19.  EPA hosted the call due to recent complaints on the availability of products with
unsubstantiated and potentially dangerous claims of protection against SARS-CoV-2 and has
enlisted the help of the retail community to prevent these products from coming to market.

EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler described the call as “informative and productive,” and stated
that “together, we will work diligently to ensure that consumers have access to EPA-approved and
verified surface disinfectant products; products that we know to be effective against the novel
coronavirus.”

Participants included the Retail Industry Leaders Association (RILA), the National Retail Federation,
Walmart, Amazon, and eBay.  All expressed commitment to “work closely with trusted suppliers to
ensure that all products that they sell meet or exceed all applicable U.S. safety standards and legal
requirements” and to “work closely with EPA to remove fraudulent products from the marketplace as
soon as possible.”  EPA is also coordinating with the U.S. Department of Justice and other federal
partners to bring the full force of the law against those selling fraudulent or unregistered products.

Based on tips, complaints, and research, EPA has identified illegal products that are claiming anti-
viral, antibacterial, disinfectant, sterilizing, or sanitizing properties but have not gone through EPA’s
robust registration process under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA)
and are not legal for sale in the United States.  EPA only registers disinfectants that can be used
effectively against the novel coronavirus on surfaces. Non-registered products may not effectively
eliminate the virus or reduce the spread of the virus and could even be harmful to consumers’ health.
Consumers are urged to refer to EPA’s List N: Disinfectants for Use Against SARS-CoV-2 (List N) for
EPA-registered disinfectants that EPA has determined to be safe and effective against the novel
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coronavirus.

The following is a list of some of the unregistered products that have been identified. EPA typically
enforces FIFRA through stop-sale orders and penalty actions. EPA provided the following information
to ensure that Americans have as much information as possible to help them protect themselves from
COVID-19:

Lanyards that illegally claim to protect wearers from coronavirus:

“Virus Shut Out-Portable Protection Card-Virus Protection and Personal Health (5
PCS)”

“Air Sterilization Card Disinfection Lanyard Protection Card Household Outdoor
Antibacterial Sterilization Health Care”

Unregistered disinfectant tablets:

“Epidemic prevention Chlorinating Tablets Disinfectant Chlorine Tablets Swimming
Pool Instant Disinfection Tablets Chlorine Dioxide Effervescent Tablet Chlorine
Disinfectant 100g Cozy apposite Fun Suit”

“The Flu Virus Buster, CLO2 Disinfection Sticker, Removable sterilize air purifier, Anti
COVID-19, Stop Coronavirus disease infection /Influenza Buster Disinfectant 1 Box/10
Tablets”

Unregistered disinfectant sprays:

“Fullene silver antibacterial solution/24 Hour Defense Hand Sanitizer Disinfectant
Spray Against Corona Virus COVID- 19 Kills 99.99% of Germs Bacteria 24 Hours of
Lasting Protection Alcohol Free 50ml (1.7 fl. oz.)”

Unregistered disinfectant wipes:

“99.9% Sterilization Wipes/16/32/48/64/96pcs Sterilization Rate of 99% Disinfection
Wet Wipes and Paper Napkin Prevention of Coronavirus”

Additional information on the recent telephone conference is available here.
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