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In This Case, The Contract Had No Beginning

Article By:

Keith Paul Bishop

Known for the elegance of his Latin, French humanist Marc Antoine Muret observed "que Graece
Latineque sciat, is, quocunque terrarum venerit, apud plerosque admirationi erit (and whoever knows
Greek or Latin, wherever in the world she shall go, will be admired by everyone)". Nearly 500 years
later, a knowledge of Latin can still be an important asset as was illustrated by the Court of Appeal's
decision in Fish IP Law v. Tsang, 2020 Cal. App. Unpub. LEXIS 145.

The issue before the Court of Appeal was whether an arbitration clause in a partnership agreement
was enforceable after the parties had entered into an agreement stating that the partnership
agreement was "void ab initio". The defendant sought arbitration contending that the
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