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US Wins Award in Airbus Subsidies Case

Article By:

International Trade Practice at Squire Patton Boggs

In October, the US Trade Representative (USTR) announced that the US had won the largest
arbitration award in the World Trade Organization’s (WTO) history, in its dispute with the EU over
illegal subsidies to Airbus. The decision awarded US$7.5 billion, which is nearly twice the next largest
award. The arbitrator calculated the amount of the award based on WTO findings that EU launch aid
for Airbus was causing significant lost sales of Boeing large civil aircraft, as well as impeding exports
of Boeing large aircraft to the EU, Australia, China, Korea, Singapore and the United Arab Emirates.
Under WTO rules, the arbitrator’s decision is final and not subject to appeal.
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